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GOLDFIELDS-ESPERANCE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION - “REGIONAL ECONOMIC 
PERSPECTIVE” 

Statement by Minister for Goldfields-Esperance and Great Southern 
MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre - Minister for Goldfields-Esperance and Great Southern) 
[12.16 pm]:  Last Friday, 27 October, the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission launched its 
“Regional Economic Perspective” document at a function that was well attended by various stakeholders.  The 
commission’s recently appointed board member and Western Australian School of Mines senior lecturer, Dr 
Dinty Mather, gave an overview of the relevance and significance of the economic data.  Each of the nine 
development commission areas throughout Western Australia has its own biennial economic perspective.  The 
document is prepared by the Department of Local Government and Regional Development in conjunction with 
the development commissions, and is the core economic document that provides a useful insight into the regions.  
The goldfields-Esperance region covers more than 770 000 square kilometres and is the largest of the nine 
development commission areas.  This provides many challenges for service and infrastructure delivery.  The 
region’s gross regional product was estimated at $5.4 billion in 2004-05, up 21.4 per cent on the previous year.  
Nickel and gold are the region’s principal mineral commodities, with nickel valued at $2.3 billion and gold at 
$2.2 billion in 2004-05.  It is expected that, with the commissioning of Ravensthorpe Nickel Operations Pty Ltd, 
nickel production will significantly increase, making this region the pre-eminent nickel province in Australia.  
Other notable statistics are that, although the region’s population constitutes only 2.7 per cent of the state’s 
population, it has 18 per cent of the total resource sector value; it has contributed $131.5 million in royalties in 
2004 - second only to the north west; and one in three jobs depends on the resources sector.  Other industries that 
contribute to the wellbeing of the goldfields-Esperance region are tourism, fishing, aquaculture, agriculture, 
forestry, manufacturing, construction and commerce.  I believe the “Regional Economic Perspective” is a 
valuable tool that should be distributed widely and used by individuals and organisations to help them make 
investment and lifestyle decisions. 
 


